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Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 1 May 2013 – 12:30 pm 

  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Graeme Outerbridge, JP, Chairman 

   Alderman Gwyneth Rawlins, JP 

   Alderman Donal Smith, JP 

   Councillor Keith Davis  

   Councillor Lawrence Scott  

     Councillor George Scott, JP  

     Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 

      Councillor Troy Symonds 

 

  Apologies:    Alderman Carlton Simons, JP 

     City Engineer – Patrick Cooper 

      

Staff:   The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 

   The Treasurer – Gary Edwards   

     Human Resources Manager – Lindell Foster 

      Events Project Manager – Danilee Trott  

     Communications Manager – Aderonke Bademosi Wilson 

     Assistant Treasurer – Tanya Iris 

       

 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 12:35 pm.  Before commencing the formal meeting, 

the Mayor cited the City of Hamilton’s Vision and Mission Statements: 

 

Vision – We will be a vibrant, dependable and clean City where services are delivered 

innovatively and effectively. 

 

Mission – Our Mission is to provide effective operations of the City through collaboration 

of members, management and staff. 

   

The Mayor would recite these statements before every meeting to reinforce why the Council 

was in office. 

 

1. Public Presentations  

 

 There were no public presentations. 

 

The Mayor commented from the recent the retreat held, it was established that it would be 

acceptable to keep cell phones on during the Corporation Board meetings but not to the 

disturbance of the meeting. 

 

 Review of Corporation Minutes of 3 April 2013 

 

The minutes were accepted as read.  
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Proposed:   Councillor G. Scott    Seconded: Councillor K. Davis 

Unanimous  

 

2. Matters Arising 

 

  ACTION:  Alderman Simmons to be tasked along with the technical officers to establish a 

          collection mechanism within the next 2 months for collecting any fees associated with any 

          pier. 

 

The Secretary said this had not taken place to his knowledge and requested for this to be 

deferred and bring back as an action item. 

 

ACTION:  The City Engineer to price a suitable round or oval table for the Mayor’s Parlour. 

 

The Secretary suggested that this item be deferred and bring back as an action item. 

 

3. Review of Committee Minutes 

 

(a) Infrastructure, Development & Future – 8 April 2013 

 

The Secretary suggested combining the 2 recommendations: 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board support to move ahead with Spanish Town’s tent 

structure for #1 Car Park. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board approve for the City Engineer to go to a consultant to 

get the foundations designed. 

 

AMENDED RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board support the installation of the tent 

structure at #1 Car Park; subsequently the City Engineer is authorized to hire a consultant to 

get the foundations designed. 

 

The Event Project Manager said the overall idea was to provide CoH with an outdoor covered 

location that would be larger than any location currently available for City events as well as a 

rental space.  In the first instance, the primary event that would be moved there would be the 

City Market.  This new location would provide coverage, storage, water as well as an 

indoor/outdoor setting. The tent that was selected would not impede on parking so the car 

park would continue to operate as normal.  The only time that it would be closed would be if 

CoH rented it out for a longer period and in that instance, it would be revenue generating. In 

addition to paying for any loss of revenue for car bays, the renter would also pay the rental 

fee that would come back to the City.  There have been a lot of requests from outside vendors 

for an outdoor covered space and it would also provide a secondary venue for the City’s large 

events that tend to get cancelled if they are rained out.  CoH has a number of regular 

partners that are interested in the space and are ready to book it.  The goal would be to have 

it installed by the end of May so that it would be ready for the summer season, hoping to have  
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it up till the end of the year, cover the New Year’s Eve event and then take it down in January, 

February, March, the windiest months, then put back up for the season for the next year. It 

would also facilitate Harbour Nights, if it rained, could be used as a back-up.   

 

Councillor Symonds queried the mechanisms of the business arrangement for the tent.  The 

Event Project Manager advised that the business arrangement had not been finalised and 

would meet with the Treasurer and the City Engineer to work out the final agreement. The 

proposal would be that CoH would make a percentage every time that it was rented. The 

normal amount for renting out that space would be $7K; the tent is 100’ x 150’ which would 

cover the entire space that the old # 1 shed used to cover.   The rental agreements would be 

completely administered by the Events Department, therefore having complete control of 

renting the tent.  

 

Councillor Davis said one of the positive facets of having the tent there; it would move certain 

types of events that have occurred on CoH’s parks which had a detrimental effect on the park 

properties, i.e. Barr’s Bay, Victoria Park, etc. 

 

Councillor Symonds recommended seeing the business arrangement whereby the Council would 

have the ability to look at what would be presented in full and then would be able to make a 

decision. The Mayor said there would be no fiduciary responsibility to the City, just would be 

voting on the location to install it.  The Secretary explained that the business agreement 

would be to work out the revenue sharing from the tent. The Event Project Manager suggested 

the Council approve the moving ahead with the installation of the tent and then she would come 

back to the Committee for the final approval of the business agreement.  She would email the 

information once the agreement was drafted. 

 

The Event Project Manager advised of the tentative agreement that had been discussed in 

that for any City event that happened under the tent, there would be no charge to Spanish 

Town at all, CoH would be getting a covered venue for free.  Spanish Town would probably have 

anywhere from 4 – 6 events over the course of a year, they would also be free of charge; 

however they would still have to pay for the rental of the car park.  The only costs coming in 

would be from external organisations that would rent the space, would pay for the car park 

rental, loss of revenue and the tent, all in-kind.  The tent would be semi-permanent and could 

handle up to 70/75 knots before the skins would need to come off.   

 

Proposed:  Alderman D. Smith     Seconded:  Councillor G. Scott 

Abstained:  Councillor T. Symonds 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Councillor G. Scott queried if the plans for the Tour Guide Programme included Mr. Eugene 

Stovell to which the Event Project Manager answered in the affirmative. 
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(a)       Property & Safety – 12 April 2013 

 

Court and Dundonald Property 

 

ACTION:  The Chairs of the Infrastructure and Property Committees to meet to resolve 

this matter inclusive of the Parks Superintendent and the Mayor. 

 

Councillor Symonds said he met with Alderman Simmons and after a long discussion there 

was only one option to move this forward in a timeframe that would benefit that area.  The 

other option was lot more expensive, $1.5M.  He said this would be a decision of waiting and 

trying to raise funds over the next 3 years and invest $1.5M into that particular location.  

The lesser expensive option fits into what had typically happened throughout the City, a 

green-type space and less expensive to implement.  The Mayor said there was a 

recommendation/action from the Committee to get a plan done by technical officers for a 

landscaping architect to bring that plan back, looking for in principle support of that. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board approve the City Engineer to engage an architect to 

take the drawings forward to present the 2nd option. 

 

Proposed:  Councillor T. Symonds                                     Seconded:  Councillor K. Davis 

Abstained:  Alderman G. Rawlins 

 

Motion failed. 

 

Alderman Smith reiterated that all documents should be forwarded to all members. 

      

(b)      Staff, Legislative & Governance – 16 April 2013 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the draft Loan Policy that had been submitted be 

recommended to the Council for ratification. 

 

This recommendation was withdrawn pending the circulation of the draft policy to all 

Members for review. 

 

Alderman Rawlins queried the purpose of having BF&M give a presentation on the LTD policy 

and the reason for LTD being highlighted as opposed to the entire health package. 

Councillor G. Scott said he had made the request and wanted the Council to have knowledge 

of the benefits of the policy.   

 

Councillor Davis advised that the waiver /relief document for vendors would have to be 

circulated to all Members for review.   

 

(c)   Finance – 18 April 2013 

 

The Mayor said the 2 items (a) & (b) under Finance would be discussed in the Restricted 

Session. 
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Councillor L. Scott queried the movement of these 2 items to the Restricted Session.  The 

Secretary said these relate to contractual issues, falls under the restricted categories, 

particularly KPMG. 

 

(d)    Business Advisory – 11 April 2013 

 

There were no recommendations from the Minutes. 

 

(e)   Residents Advisory – 25 April 2013 

 

The Secretary spoke on behalf of the Chair of the Residents Advisory Committee regarding 

the meeting of the Committee members along with some of the residents and property 

owners of Ewing and Princess Streets to look at the designs of the 2 major capital projects 

that the Council had put forward.  There would be some challenges, i.e. trenching and 

received some initial feedback in this regard.  The meeting was very informative and open.  

As CoH gets the designs back, would be able to have another presentation and invite more 

of the residents on those streets so that they could provide feedback. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

 

Distribution of Documents - Councillor Symonds moved that as Council Members, to have 

access to all documentation particularly on the waterfront so that all Members would have a 

thorough understanding of the leases that are being asked for.  He moved that all receive 

copies of those leases immediately.  The Mayor said the request was reasonable for every 

Member to access to any document and would not require a motion, could be an action item.  

Alderman Rawlins said she supported the request made by Councillor Symonds from the 

prospective that all Members should see and know all things. 

 

Councillor Symonds withdrew his motion. 

 

The Mayor said that if any Member had an interest, they could ask the Committee Chair for 

any information.   

 

Councillor L. Scott queried if there was any difficulty with circulating all documentation, 

particularly with the lease for the waterfront.  The Mayor said there were no restrictions to 

any Member. 

 

National Day of Recognising Prayer - Alderman Smith called upon the Chaplain, Elder Santucci 

because he had meetings with all of the church leaders and was working with the Government 

on this initiative.  The Chaplain said there was a team of people who had been pulled together 

by the Premier, working along with clergy and they were requesting to have on the 16th of May 

2013 a “National Day of Recognising Prayer”.  They were asking for businesses, both local and 

international along with other entities to address as a nation the concerns that were 

presently plaguing Bermuda, i.e. violence, loss of jobs, etc.   
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On the 16th May, they were asking if the City Hall steps could be utilised as the feature place 

for the entire Island for those that could attend, if not they could be shared by radio with 

Bermuda Broadcasting Company, 105.1.  The entire Island would almost be in a pause position 

and leaders from across the Island would be embodied at City Hall including the Council to be 

a part of this service. 

 

There is a pre-service at 1:30 pm with services at 2:00 pm until 3:00 pm.  On every bus and 

various places throughout the Island, there would be someone placed whereby prayer would be 

offered.  This would be a climax to 2-week of events of prayer in various areas in the 

community beginning this Sunday 5th May 2013  with a “Solemn Assembly” at the Anglican 

Cathedral at 7pm.  Starting Monday May 5th through to the 11th, leaders and clergy from 

across the Island would be working with the schools and churches would be open at set times 

during those days. 

 

The Event Project Manager said this goes against CoH’s policy that the Board re-confirmed a 

few months ago to not have religious services on the steps of City Hall.  She suggested 

Victoria Park or one of CoH’s other locations.  Councillor Davis said when the Council had that 

discussion, it was said to come back in greater detail as this would involve a range of services 

inclusive of weddings.  The Secretary said the current policy does have that restriction but 

the Council could set it aside for this national event that was going forward to remove any 

controversy.   

  

        RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve to set aside the current policy for this event. 

 

 Proposed:  Councillor L. Scott    Seconded:  Councillor K. Davis 

 Unanimous 

 

The Chaplain said that he did check on the availability of the steps and they were available on 

that date. 

 

  Ms. Dorothy Robaine (Storeowner) – One-day Permit -   Alderman Smith said Ms. Robaine runs 

 a business on King Street and had been permitted to sell her wares before on the corner of 

 Victoria and Union Streets and was looking for consideration for a permit to sell her gift 

 baskets on the street for Mother’s Day. The impact of her business being broken into and the 

 crime that has occurred in that area, King Street to Curving Avenue had driven patrons from 

 coming to her business.  The Secretary said the challenge was that CoH does not allow 

 peddlers’ permits within the City. His understanding was that this lady already has a business 

 in the City and enquired if she wanted to have to extend her business to this location for this 

 one time only.  Councillor Edwards said since peddlers’’ permits are not allowed, this would 

 open up the flood gates and start a series of problems as there are a lot of vendors who would 

 like to come out and sell their wares.  The Mayor asked if Infrastructure could think of a way 

 for CoH to set up permission for provisions for businesses in Hamilton in this regard or refer 

 to the Property Committee to support.  Councillor G. Scott said the ideal location would be in 

 City parking lots in a confined area like the City Market and not on a sidewalk. 

 Councillor Edwards suggested possibly accommodating her or others in the City Market once  

 a month.  Similar requests were asked on a daily basis for peddlers wishing to be on the 
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 sidewalk and would be able to accommodate them in a flea market type of event either on 

 private property on or come in the City Market as a vendor, where special dates would be 

 considered, i.e. Easter, etc., for persons to come in sell gift baskets.  The policy guidelines 

 should be adhered to of how CoH operates permits. 

 

 ACTION:  The Property and Infrastructure Committees along with the Event Project 

 Manager to discuss solutions for persons that would like to sell their wares on the streets.  

 

 ACTION:  The Events Project Manager to communicate the information to Ms. Robaine 

 regarding specialty vendors in the City Market to sell her wares and that she would have 2 

 opportunities; this Saturday and next week Saturday prior to Mother’s Day.  After which,  

 could look into more opportunities on private property, i.e. BIU parking lot, etc. 

 

 Al Fresco Dining – There was discussion on Jamaican Grill using their BBQ on the sidewalk 

 outside of their restaurant. It was stated that they had a temporary al fresco dining permit 

 until such time CoH extended their sidewalk.  In the interim barricades were used to create a 

 space for the al fresco dining. The al fresco dining policy had been adopted throughout the 

 City particularly to expand in the Northeast Hamilton area.  They would pay a rental fee for 

 the space and CoH would lose a car space or 2 so that the pedestrians would continue to have 

 a safe walk. There was currently no policy on the type of al frescoes. 

 

 Vending without a Permit or Special Permission – Councillor Edwards said there was an 

 employee of CoH that was selling vegetables on Court Street during working hours and this 

 had been going on for a very long time.  Further discussion to be had with the Secretary 

 regarding the enforcement of this matter. 

 

 Restaurants Cleaning Kitchen Utilities – Councillor Symonds said he noticed a restaurant on 

 Bermudiana Road doing this on the sidewalk and spoke briefly with the Sanitation 

 Superintendent and it was concluded that this was something that CoH should look into. 

 An Ordinance or a policy could possibly be created  for a facility to properly dispose whereby 

 they could come and pay a fee for this service. He requested that the Infrastructure 

 Committee look into this matter.  Councillor Edwards concurred and shared information on 

 another location on Reid Street where this situation was also occurring.   

 

 Meeting with Government and Allied Partners - Councillor Symonds spoke about the meeting 

 held and queried whether a response was forwarded to everyone regarding that meeting.  The 

 Secretary said a letter was forwarded to the Minister and would forward a copy to Councillor 

 Symonds. 

 

The public part of the meeting closed at 1:55 pm. 

        

____________________________   _______________________________ 

Date        Mayor 

 

        _______________________________ 

        Secretary 


